
It’s a very special season for Chobham Rugby Football Club. This 
year the club celebrates its 50th anniversary. Tracey Fitzpatrick and Nigel  
Heslop of the club tell us more about this family hub of the community.

S ince the club’s foundation in 1967, when a handful 
of rugby enthusiasts met in the Four Horseshoes 
pub in Chobham, much has changed in rugby. 

It is now a high-profile sporting activity, appealing to 
hundreds of thousands of men, women and children 
across the world. Those involved in rugby know it is 
more than just a sport; it teaches courage, loyalty, 
sportsmanship, how to communicate with people, 
discipline and teamwork.  

The modern Chobham RFC is one of the premier 
volunteer-run community clubs in Surrey and southeast 
England, with a burgeoning membership in excess  
of 2,000 members. Chobham Rugby has a reputation  
for being a very well-organised, competitive club with  
an active and friendly social scene, attracting players 
from Surrey, Hampshire and Berkshire as well as the 
London regions. 

No matter what age you are there is something for 
everyone – a first taste of rugby begins with the Little 
Cannons aged three and four who enjoy rugby-themed 
activities with an emphasis on fun. Chobham has a 

thriving Minis rugby section for boys and girls under-fives 
– under-11s players. Sunday mornings are abuzz with the 
sounds of hundreds of minis players learning the basics of 
rugby in a fun and safe environment. 

Under-12s to under-17s players, both boys and girls, 
transition to junior rugby in which they continue to 
learn essential rugby skills and form deep friendships, 
competing in Surrey Youth leagues as well as  
playing many competitive friendlies against other clubs 
in the area. 

Chobham Rugby Senior rugby players (aged 17 and older) 
play in four senior teams, with Chobham’s 1st XV playing 
level 6 in the RFU league pyramid, competing in London 1 
South division. 

The club also has a thriving men and women’s touch 
rugby sections for players who enjoy keeping fit every 
week throughout the year in a fast-paced non contact 
sport. There are competitive leagues for women and 
mixed sides and an over-40s League of Legends. 
New to Chobham are mixed-ability training sessions 
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and games where able-bodied players play alongside 
teammates with learning and/or physical disabilities.

Chobham Rugby is a community rugby club and 
place community at the heart of everything they do. 
Promoting rugby in the community is part of the Club’s 
community vision. Since 1991 chobham’s community 
rugby coaching team have been active in the community, 
coaching more than 600 children every week in local 
schools at after school clubs. Holiday rugby camps run in 
half terms and in the summer are very popular and give 
more opportunities for local children to play rugby. 

Chobham Rugby Club, in partnership with SCL also 
provide the rugby coaching to the West Surrey Rugby 
Academy. This is a two-year, full-time education and 
rugby development programme open to rugby players, 
aspiring coaches and referees aged 16 – 18 years 
old. Graduates leave with a BTEC Level 3 Diploma 

(Extended) in Sport Performance and Excellence.

In addition to the very festive home game lunches 
hosted at the club, the local community regularly uses 
the clubhouse for private events. Many local events are 
supported by and hosted at Chobham Rugby Club such as 
the annual Chobham village fireworks and Windlesham 
Pram Race on Boxing Day. 

The spirit of community rugby shines most brightly in 
what is affectionately called the “Chobham Army” – the 

group of over 300 volunteers working to run the club. 
Whether coaching, refereeing, administering first aid, 
directing traffic, selling sweets or organizing teams or 
events; the Chobham volunteers work hard behind the 
scenes to help the club function.  

Along with valued sponsors, the volunteers at Chobham 
Rugby make it possible for so many local players to learn 
and enjoy the game of rugby. Chobham is an inclusive 
rugby club so everyone is welcome and will have the 
opportunity to play. Rugby is a very social sport and a 
great opportunity to have a lot of fun with your friends. 
Why not pop down to Fowlers Wells in Chobham and  
see for yourself? 

Looking ahead to the next 50 years Chobham Rugby 
Chairman Vince Kerr sums up: “The thing we are most 
proud of is the value we bring to the community. 
Community is all about getting everyone involved. 
“Going forward we aim to remain at the heart of the 
community, to continue to offer everything that we 
do and more – finding new and creative ways to reach 
out, give more opportunities for every part of the 
membership so that families as a whole will all find 
something within the club.” 

l Chobham Rugby is at Fowlers Wells, Windsor Road, 
Chobham, GU24 8LD. Call 01276 858616 or, for more 
information visit www.chobhamrugby.co.uk


