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We wish everyone in the Chobham Rugby
family and their loved ones a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.
Pictured above Nigel Heslop, Chobham Rugby President and Vince Kerr, Chobham Rugby Chairman who
recently were presented with our RFU accreditation certificate by Surrey Rugby President Jan Anastasi.
We are proud to continue to be a well run and friendly RFU accredited community rugby club where
everyone can learn and enjoy rugby.
A heart felt thank you to all of our sponsors, supporters and volunteers. In this newsletter we focus on
our 300 strong army of volunteers who give their time, skills, energy and support to Chobham Rugby
Club.
We are a community rugby club run by volunteers. Everything
that happens at Chobham Rugby is because someone’s Dad,
Mum, Gran, Grandad, Son or Daughter has stepped up to make it
happen.

There is no “them” at Chobham Rugby, there is only “us” - all of
us. We are all shareholders of the club and many hands make
light work.

We always need volunteers across a wide range of skills. This is
your club and you can make the difference - get involved, meet
new people and help out with the time, skills and energy you can
offer to the club both on and off the field. Without volunteers
there is no rugby and there is no club.
Rugby is a team sport and our players learn so much more than
rugby skills. This, together with the active participation and
support of our families is what makes our community club so
special. Go Mighty Chobham!
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CHOBHAM FIREWORKS ANOTHER RESOUNDING SUCCESS
The annual fireworks is one of the ways that Chobham Rugby Club shows the true spirit of
community and it has become a well loved and important event for Chobham village. In addition it is one

of the key fundraising activities of the year and this year raised almost £12,000.00 for the Club!
ON THE NIGHT
Richard Pennington says "The firework display at the club has, after 25 years, become a real tradition. As
ever, it was a much anticipated occasion and the special anniversary gave it an additional dimension. The
bonfire was ignited by an explosive zip line rocket and the dark pitch was lit up by a giant sparkling 25.
The music which accompanied the display was a selection from the eclectic sounds of the last quarter
century. Always an excellent fund raiser for the club, ticket sales this year hit record levels. This, together
with the all the other action around bars, sweets, glow in the dark and food all contributed
towards raising funds for the Club"

THANK YOU
Jackie Edwards shares a special thank you to all the awesome Fireworks volunteers: "From manning the
gates to stewarding and security, bonfire building to setting up gazebos, putting up security fencing to
setting up all the lighting, flipping burgers to pulling pints, spinning the candy floss to selling sweets and
flashy things, first aiding and looking after lost children and of course letting the fireworks off and all the
other jobs in between, you are all amazing volunteers! The hours you put into helping us organise and
run the Firework Event, your dedication and hard work, was an incredibly generous gift to our club & its
members, all of whom benefit from the huge amount of fundraising. The positive feedback we’ve received
from those who attended was awesome. Everyone had a fabulous time that evening. The grand success
of this event is due to you and your efforts. On behalf of our club and members, thank you for sharing
your energy, talents and time"

SHOUT OUT TO ALL THE CHOBHAM RUGBY VOLUNTEERS
All of us at Chobham Rugby would like to say a very special thank you to each and every volunteer : the
list of tasks is enormous - whether it's preparing annual accounts, writing policy documents, guiding
traffic at a festival, administering first aid, setting out cones, coaching, managing a team, cutting the
grass, fundraising or tidying up, Mighty Chobham Rugby is most definitely more than the sum of its parts
- community rugby at its best!
Below just a few of our amazing volunteers share their experience of volunteering with us....if you are
inspired, speak to your age group manager and find out how you can make a difference for the
benefit of all of our children.

LEARNING NEW SKILLS AND MAKING LIFELONG FRIENDS
Catrina Campbell says, "In September 2008 my Son Ollie started playing
rugby at Chobham, since then I haven’t looked back. My love of watching
Ollie drove me to volunteer as Manager which I did until the end of
Juniors, and am now currently managing the Chobham 2nd XV. Like most
volunteers I would be at the club watching my son at training sessions
and matches, it made sense as I was there anyway I may as well
help! For me volunteering has been a way to contribute and make a
difference to initially my son’s age group and now the wider club.
Volunteering has helped introduce me to many people across all sections
of the club and I have made friends for life. I’ve also learnt new skills
along the way as being a volunteer gives you the opportunity to attend
Coaching, First Aiding and Referee courses, all funded through
Chobham. Many of these courses volunteers wouldn’t normally have
access to in their own lives.
I can thoroughly recommend volunteering for Chobham if you have expertise which can help the club or
would like to learn a new skill or meet new people or give something back to your community. Nowadays
we all have an opinion on how things should be done, instead of being critical of what you see put
yourself out there, volunteer and make a difference!"

SWEETS AND SMILES ALL ROUND
Volunteer Emma Turner has been responsible for
running the sweet shop for the past two seasons
and; as well as providing a much needed sweet

energy boost for little players, the sweet shop
raises money for the Club.
Emma says, "Each week a different age group is
responsible for running the shop. We have been
extra lucky this year to of have a couple of older
siblings who don't play to be keen to help most
weeks as well which is great. I have enjoyed
doing the shop and have met so many more
people by doing this. Volunteering at the club has
been like having an extended family. We have
three children who are down at the club on a
regular basis - an u9, u11 and one starting
reception next season. You will often find the kids
play after rugby with children from other year
groups even the 3yr old gets stuck in!"

FIXTURES AND PHOTOGRAPHY FROM RUGBY STALWART, JOHN O'BRIEN
"I joined Chobham RFC when my son David wanted to try rugby and he joined the u8s in 1992. After a
couple of weeks watching I started to help with warmups and drills, keeping the young players involved
and enjoying their sessions. Minis & Juniors Fixture Secretary next and then Juniors Chairman, both for
several years, and a few coaching courses along the way. These roles were very demanding and time
consuming but the satisfaction of seeing a job mostly well done repaid all the efforts put in, particularly
coaching young players.
I now help with maintenance of the club website and have responsibility for the results and fixtures
sections which I update weekly during the season. This works best when accurate and timely information
is received so keep this coming please. Photography is another of my interests and I regularly take lots of
pictures of the 1st XV, the best of which end up on the club’s Facebook page with some published in the
Woking News & Mail. These activities all help our communications, publicity for the club and its activities,
and promote rugby as a great sporting activity for all.
As a volunteer I feel involved with the club, and am giving something back to the club with thanks for all
the enjoyment Chobham Rugby has given and continues to give me. Appreciation of the work done by
volunteers is always good to hear."

FIXTURES AND RESULTS
Did you know? All the latest fixtures and results are available on the
FIXTURES page of our our website. Live game updates are updated on
Facebook and Twitter every Saturday and are available to view on the
HOME PAGE of our website. Here are the links you will need:
Join our Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/chobhamrugby/
Follow us on Twitter
https://twitter.com/chobhamrugby
Like our Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/ChobhamRugby/

SUPPORTERS LUNCHES
Hosted at Chobham Rugby Club and always an enjoyable occasion, a great way to support your Club and
Chobham's 1st XV at home – bring along a group of friends and book a table at one of our popular
lunches:
13th January 2018 Thurrock hosted by 60’s Birthday Bash
3rd February 2018 Brighton hosted by Past Captains
3rd March 2018 Maidstone hosted by Community/Minis
24th March 2018 Sevenoaks hosted by The Martyrs
14th April 2018 Havant Super Saturday.

For more information please contact Geraint Parry

CHOBHAM TO HOST U12S FLOODLIT
COMPETITION
On 23rd January Chobham has been chosen to
host an u12s Floodlit competition organised by
Chertsey High. The majority of Chobham’s u12s
squad will be there spread across all of the
schools represented, this will also be a great
recruitment opportunity. The community team
will assist with the organisation and we are
hoping boys from the West Surrey Academy will
also referee the games. Anyone else available to
help will be very welcome.
For more information please contact: Ian
Woodley, Head of Community Rugby

HOLIDAY RUGBY CAMP DATES
Make a note of our upcoming Holiday Rugby
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALEX ANTAL

Camp dates if your children would like to join in
the fun:

Join Coach Mark Spunner in congratulating Alex
Antal on his recent selection for the Surrey u16s

SPRING

county squad. Coach Mark Spunner says "Anyone

Tuesday 13th - Thursday 15th February 2018

who has seen him play for Chob will know Alex is

EASTER

an extremely committed defender but

Tuesday 3rd - Thursday 5th April 2018

increasingly in the last couple of seasons he has

SUMMER

worked hard to improve his all round game and

Monday 30th July - Friday 3rd August 2018

Surrey could no longer afford to overlook him.
Well done Alex. We are all very proud of you"

Please see our Website for more information and
to make your online booking and payment.

BRICKMAKERS PROMOTION
Don't forget to support Chobham when you dine
at The Brickmakers in Windlesham. Identify
yourself as a member of Chobham Rugby and the
Brickmakers donate 10% of your meal bill back
to Chobham Rugby Club.

MAY BALL TICKETS ON SALE SOON
May Ball tickets will go on sale towards the end
of January/ beginning of February 2018. Details
on how to apply will appear on Facebook and on
our website. The date of the ball is Saturday 12th
May 2018.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Did you know you can always check out what's happening at Chobham Rugby by visiting the Chobham
Diary on our website? Make a note of the following upcoming dates:
3rd February 2018 Après Ski
10th February 2018 England v Wales Six Nations
24th February 2018 Scotland v England
10th March 2018 France v England
17th March 2018 England v Ireland
24th March 2018 Casino Royale
21st April 2018 Mr Chobham
28th April 2018 Pinfold Cup & Senior Awards
6th May 2018 Chobham carnival set up
7th May 2018 Chobham Carnival
11th May 2018 Junior Awards
12th May 2018 May Ball
13th May 2018 Minis Awards

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR VALUED SPONSORS
Thank you to all our sponsors who have signed up for a new season. If you are interested in supporting
Chobham Rugby with display, advertising or sponsorship please read about the opportunities open to you
on our Website or contact Geraint Parry or Mike Vandenberg.
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